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What is the Impact Factor (IF)?

[the average annual number of citations per article 
published]

For example, the 2016 impact factor for a journal is calculated 
as follows:

§ A = the number of citation of articles published in 2016
§ B = the number of articles published in 2014 and 2015

§ 2016 impact factor = A/B

§ e.g. 600 citations / 150 + 150 articles = 2

What is the CiteScore?

[the average annual number of citations per article 
published]

For example, the 2016 impact factor for a journal is calculated 
as follows:

§ A = the number of citation of articles published in 2016
§ B = the number of articles published in 2013, 2014, 2015

§ 2016 impact factor = A/B

§ e.g. 600 citations / 100 +150 + 150 articles = 
1.5



Influences on Impact Factors: Subject Area



Journal Quartile (Q)
The Journal quartile is the quotient of a journal’s rank in category (X) and the total number of 
journals in the category (Y), so that (X / Y) = Percentile Rank Z.

Journals Under ‘Polymer Science category

Journal Name                                       IF    
            
1- Progress in Polymer Science        24.55   
2- Polymer Reviews                          12.8
3- Journal 3
.
25- Journal 25
.
50- Journal 50
.
75- Journal 75
.
100- Journal 100                        



What is the Predatory Journal?
What is the Hijacked Journal?



Predatory journals - also called fraudulent, deceptive, or pseudo-
journals - are publications that claim to be legitimate scholarly 

journals, but misrepresent their publishing practices. 

According to https://predatory-publishing.com
There are about 15,000 predatory journals



Can a Scopus journal be predatory?

Predatory journals exploit the author pays open access model, 
and conduct only cursory or no peer review, despite claims to the 

contrary. Some such journals will publish almost anything for money.



How to Identify the Predatory Journals?



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:

1. Always check the website thoroughly

• Spelling and grammar on their website. 
Poor use of language shows a low 

professional standard.

• The journals’ fees should be clearly 
stated on the website and should only be 
requested from the author after the article 

has been accepted for publication. 

• If a journal requests a submission fee 
before the article is accepted, this may be 

a predatory journal.



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:

2. Check if the journal is a 
member of DOAJ, COPE

• If they advertise membership to 
the Directory of Open Access 

Journal (DOAJ) and/or 
Committee on Publication 

Ethics (COPE), check it directly 
through website 



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:
3. Check the journal’s contact information

• It is important to ensure there is verifiable contact information that matches the 
advertised nationality of the journal. 

• Journal used unofficial Email (Gmail, Yahoo, etc.) 



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:
4. Research the editorial board

• The field of the editorial board is important, it must match with the journal scope 



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:
5. Take a look at their peer review process and publication timelines

• Two reviewers take a normal time for reviewing
• There is no reliable journal give an acceptance directly without real 

review process



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:

6. Read through past issues of the 
journal 

• Many predatory journals will accept 
and publish any and all articles that 

are submitted to them. 



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:
7. Check Beall's List frequently 

• Beall's List is a list of predatory open-access publishers and journals 
that was maintained by University of Colorado librarian Jeffrey Beall



There are 8 ways to spot a Predatory Journal:

8. Check the 
Predatory Journals 
on MOHSER IRAQ



Avoid the Journal that do the following:

• They frequently send you an invitation 
letter to contribute in the next issue.

• They offer you to become as a member 
of editorial board / guest editor in the 
journal.



Hijacked Journals

• Hijacked journals are duplicate or fake 
websites of official ones using the title, ISSN 
and other information of the reputable journal. 

• They are often created by a malicious third 
party for the purpose of fraudulently offering 
academicians the opportunity to rapidly 
publish their research online for a fee.



Hijacked Journals

• 1st hijacked printed journal: In 2012, cyber
criminals began hijacking print-only journals by
registering a domain name and creating a fake
website under the title of the legitimate journals.

• 1st hijacked Electronic journal: The first 
journal to be hijacked recorded was the Swiss 
journal Archives des Sciences. In 2012 and 
2013, more than 20 academic journals were 
hijacked. In some cases, scammers find their 
victims in conference proceedings, extracting 
authors' emails from papers and sending them 
fake calls for papers 



Hijacked Journals

• Hijackers take over the journal's existing
domain name after the journal publisher
neglects to pay the domain name registration
fees on time.

• John Bohannon identified 24 journals indexed 
by Clarivate whose web domains appear to 
have been recently hijacked. The authors loss 
is about $ 217, 000. 

John Bohannon 



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?

In 4 Ways



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?

1- Retraction Watch Hijacked Journals Checker

Retraction Watch is a blog that reports on retractions of scientific
papers and anything related to the publication ethics.



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?

2. Check if the journal is a 
member of DOAJ, COPE

• The platforms above provide the 
official website of the journal



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?

3- Check the hijacked Clarivate & Scopus Journals



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?
Clarivate WOS Journals

Master Journal List

a- b-

c- d-



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?
Scopus Journals

Scopus Website

a- b-

c- d-



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?
Scopus Journals

• No Home Page Source OR Fake Home Page Source

a- b-



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?
Scopus Journals

Scientific Journal Rankings

a- b-

c- d-



How to Identify the hijacked Journals?

4. Check the 
Hijacked Journals 

via MOHSER IRAQ



Conclusion 

- The Corresponding author must send the
paper to the editor directly via the official
online submission system of the journal.

- Delivering your work to 3rd party may
expose your research to plagiarism.

- Publishing your work in predatory Journal
will hurt your academic reputation.

- Publishing your research in a hijacked
journal will waste your effort and money
without any benefit.
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